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Financial Education Micro-Credential
Overview Packet

This packet includes an introduction for each micro-credential and a description of its learning
outcomes. It also includes information on how to access and implement each micro-credential into a
course.

Introduction

Micro-credentials reflect experience with a specific field or skill awarded in a digital format; they
recognize a learner’s successful completion of educational activities that lead to professional skills
and competencies, which can assist you in being career ready. Micro-credentials can be displayed on
your digital profile and resume. For more information on each learning outcome, visit the Office of
Academic Innovation Micro-Credential Information for Faculty Webpage.

Credential Format

Each of the Financial Education Micro-credentials currently available are level one badges, meaning
that they are independent, stand alone, online asynchronous module experiences. Each one should
take students 45 minutes to an hour to complete. Throughout each module there are interactive
activities and learning checks, culminating in a self-grading assessment. If students earn 70% or higher,
they can earn a micro-credential. This is not an automatic process. See the awarding a micro-credential
section for more information.


https://radow.kennesaw.edu/academic-innovation/micro-credentials/faculty-micro-credentials.php

Implementing a Micro-credential in your class

Faculty can utilize these modules in courses in two ways:

1) Download the module as a SCORM file and import it into your D2L course shell. This option is best if
you wish to track student completion and include a quiz score. If you would like to use this option,
please follow this Guide for Accessing and Importing a Student Toolkit for Success Module into Your
Course.

or

2) Copy the direct link to a specific module and embed that into your D2L shell. You can also embed a
link directly into your syllabus, assignments, or other materials. If you choose this option

it will require a Duo Login. When completed students will be able to download a certificate of
completion they can turn in for a grade and submit, if the score is high enough, for a badge.

Awarding a Micro-credential in your class

While students can submit for a micro-credential directly through our online form, which they will
need to do with the direct link option, if you use the SCORM file option, you can simply download the
gradebook for that item into an excel file and email it to OAl@kennesaw.edu and our staff will award
the credential.



https://radow.kennesaw.edu/academic-innovation/Accessing%20and%20Importing%20a%20Student%20Toolkit%20for%20Success%20Module%20into%20Your%20Course.pdf
https://radow.kennesaw.edu/academic-innovation/Accessing%20and%20Importing%20a%20Student%20Toolkit%20for%20Success%20Module%20into%20Your%20Course.pdf
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/df8665c1e1804cbf8795bd43fd75b397
mailto:OAI@kennesaw.edu

Understanding

Income
Badge Level |

. This credential was created and is maintained by
Merlin Wealth the Office of Academic Innovation. Feedback can

g

iy

ROCKEFELLER *

—E

GLOBAL FAMILY OFFICE Management be sent to cai@kennesaw.edu
KENNESAW STATE
This free credential is supported by the Merlin ] UNIVERSITY
Wealth Management Gift for Financial ‘ & NORMAN J. RADOW COLLEGE OF
Education. HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCE

Office of Academic Innovation

Understanding the role of income is a crucial part of becoming financially literate. In order to
manage your money successfully, you need to know the amount of money you have coming in,
as well as where it is coming from.

This is the starting point for creating an effective budget. Additionally, knowing how
information about your income is used by third parties is equally important to building your
financial literacy.

In this module students will:
e |dentify common types of income.

e Review a variety of sources of income for college students.
e Discuss different ways in which income information is used.

Module OwITrain Link: Module SCORM file:

LINK FILE LINK



https://ksu.percipio.com/linked-contents/28c432d5-f575-43e6-864f-2c1dd5a15061/landing
https://kennesawedu-my.sharepoint.com/:u:/g/personal/kduroche_kennesaw_edu/EeUYilk_-LRNpxocpA5VdegBNTICxu26xe_fAT2jpDnh9A?e=D4HNVX
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One of the key aspects of being financially literate is having solid money management skills. An
ideal starting point in developing these skills is creating an effective budget for yourself. While

the art of budgeting will be covered in the module Budgeting Basics, effectively managing your
personal finances is not possible without a clear understanding of your spending behavior and

decisions. Being aware of the internal and external factors driving your spending is an essential
step in taking control of your finances and can help you to achieve your goals faster.

In this module students will:

e Examine the connection between personal values and money management.
e Explore the concept of spending personalities and how they develop.
e Discuss common spending mistakes made by students and how to avoid them.

Module OwITrain Link: Module SCORM file:

LINK FILE LINK



https://ksu.percipio.com/linked-contents/e0924fe8-b438-4fb4-aa6c-92a13994e0ad/landing
https://kennesawedu-my.sharepoint.com/:u:/g/personal/kduroche_kennesaw_edu/EbnDgxA6YuZKi679rUhzjmEBskg8LRyAAHi4w9_lQmIw3g?e=crhbbd

Introduction to
Financial Planning
Badge Level |

% . This credential was created and is maintained by
ROCKEFELLER Merlin Wealth the Office of Academic Innovation. Feedback can
GLOBAL FAMILY OFFICE Management be sent to cai@kennesaw.edu
J KENNESAW STATE
This free credential is supported by the Merlin ] UNIVERSITY
Wealth Management Gift for Financial NORMAN J. RADOW COLLEGE OF
Education. HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCE
Office of Academic Innovation

An essential aspect of being financially literate is knowing where you want to go with your
money and how you will get there. Understanding how today's financial decisions may affect
your future plans is an important first step in setting clear and attainable goals. Creating a solid
financial plan and knowing when and how to adjust it as you move through career and life
stages will help you to ensure you stay on track.

In this module students will:

e Consider how future lifestyle goals can affect financial planning.
e Demonstrate an understanding of estate planning.

Module OwITrain Link: Module SCORM file:

LINK FILE LINK



https://ksu.percipio.com/linked-contents/2b854c77-dfe0-48a1-9972-3ef6c05f4b28/landing
https://kennesawedu-my.sharepoint.com/:u:/g/personal/kduroche_kennesaw_edu/ERaCxiF_ksZBp5yybU1TerYBJzvFMhPbYxuZ3lRDFtCZMQ?e=T7OAga
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Investing is key to using your existing financial resources to generate positive returns.
Investment can seem daunting at first glance, but understanding some key concepts like risk
tolerance and diversification can help you to get started. Whether you have a little money to
invest or a lot, understanding the different investment avenues and their corresponding risks
and benefits can help you to make more informed decisions. This, in turn, will allow you to
choose the most appropriate strategies for reaching both your short-term and long-term
financial goals.

In this module students will:

e Demonstrate an understanding of the fundamentals of investing.
e Compare and contrast the multiple avenues of investing.

Module OwITrain Link: Module SCORM file:

LINK FILE LINK



https://ksu.percipio.com/linked-contents/111063b7-2ab5-446a-abbb-0849061b7485/landing
https://kennesawedu-my.sharepoint.com/:u:/g/personal/kduroche_kennesaw_edu/EZ2KdhH0_ydNna2ky4reD0MBhWk4PO6iD5roznAeQQb_iA?e=LYeOkE
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Taxes. We pay them on what we buy, what we sell, and what we earn. But how much do you
really know about the American tax system? Taxes can be complex and intimidating; however,
understanding the basics of how you are taxed is a key step in achieving financial literacy. In
addition, learning how to take advantage of certain tax benefits for students and their families
can help you to offset the rising costs of a college education.

In this module students will:

e Discuss the function of tax brackets in the U.S. taxation system.
e Define tax deductions and credits and describe their purpose and use.
e |dentify applicable tax credits and deductions for students.

Module OwITrain Link:

Module SCORM file:

LINK

FILE LINK



https://ksu.percipio.com/linked-contents/e496a33b-3a42-440f-b487-6ad994f16c2a/landing
https://kennesawedu-my.sharepoint.com/:u:/g/personal/kduroche_kennesaw_edu/Ef37fviyKUtIsLPC-dNYGHEBrLP9MgPu-tClMffvNAymAg?e=rc6kW2

January, Ao

Budgeting
Basics
Badge Level |

. This credential was created and is maintained by
ROCKEFELLER ¢ MerlinWealth the Office of Academic Innovation. Feedback can
GLOBAL FAMILY OFFICE Management be sent to cai@kennesaw.edu
KENNESAW STATE
This free credential is supported by the Merlin UNIVERSITY
Wealth Management Gift for Financial R NORMAN 7. RADOW COLLEGE OF
Education. HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCE
Office of Academic Innovation

Being financially literate means possessing the skills, knowledge, and behavior you need to
make informed decisions regarding your money. One of the most important and fundamental
steps to becoming financially literate is learning how to budget. Simply put, budgeting is the
process of creating a plan to spend your money. This spending plan is called a budget. It shows
you how much money you have, how much money you need to spend on different things, and
how much money you can save or use for other goals. A budget is an essential tool in your
financial toolkit, and used properly, it can bring you closer to financial security and realizing
your goals.

In this module, students will:

e Examine the importance of budgeting to financial literacy.
e Describe the components of a budget.

e Discuss different types of budgets.

e Identify helpful tools for designing a budget.

Module OwlITrain Link: Module SCORM file:

LINK FILE LINK


https://ksu.percipio.com/linked-contents/bd62c9dd-826e-4343-9d69-9451dcb3b6cf/landing
https://kennesawedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/kduroche_kennesaw_edu/Elck2PQv9YFJv1kys6zauEYBGDda8PUCNZbi2AihRYGqKA?e=vgljEV
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As the cost of a college education continues to rise, many students and their families are
turning to loans to pay for tuition and other necessities. Higher fees and easier access to
borrowed funds have led to more students graduating with significant debt levels. As you make
decisions about financing your education, it is important to understand how today's actions
can impact your financial future. From understanding the details of your loans to effectively
calculating your costs to avoid overborrowing, doing your research before you take out loans
can help you to make more informed financial choices.

In this module students will:

e Summarize the financial implications of graduating with student loan debt.
e Compare and contrast different types of loans.

e Recognize the consequences of student debt.

e |dentify alternative ways to finance school without borrowing.

e |dentify the available tools and resources to navigate completing the FAFSA.

Module OwlITrain Link: Module SCORM file:

LINK FILE LINK



https://ksu.percipio.com/linked-contents/ae8c8be4-6e12-487d-abc7-b08d933b6a17/landing
https://kennesawedu-my.sharepoint.com/:u:/g/personal/kduroche_kennesaw_edu/EYva-7NGVEFHukuybWnjngQBmWAmiqJ1CIeaWj_wlf9EMA?e=Ep4ZHj
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As you transition from college life to the world of work, you will be faced with new financial
decisions and challenges. Whether it's buying a car or setting up your first 401(k), the choices
you make at this pivotal moment can have a lasting impact on your financial health and your
ability to achieve your goals. Financial literacy is one of the most useful skills that you can bring
with you as you move into the professional world, and learning how to properly manage your
own finances will help you to put yourself on the road to success.

In this module students will:

e Identify financial challenges for new graduates and the appropriate tools and
resources to address those challenges.

e Assess the financial elements of a job offer, including salary, benefits, and tax
implications.

e |dentify all financial aspects and considerations for accepting a job offer.

e Explain the essential elements of effective financial goals.

Module OwlITrain Link: Module SCORM file:

LINK FILE LINK
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https://ksu.percipio.com/linked-contents/8d144b87-ca6b-49ee-a56c-c409e19182dd/landing
https://kennesawedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/kduroche_kennesaw_edu/Elck2PQv9YFJv1kys6zauEYBGDda8PUCNZbi2AihRYGqKA?e=IOjHfV
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