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Bennett A,chieves Synergy Between 
Research, Teaching, and Service 

Maronya Bennett PhD., h3s 3chieved synergybetweeri her rese3rch, her teaching_ and the 

nonprofit cxyanfzation she founded that broadens the minds of children m her rural hometovm of 
Morven NC. 



Masonya Benrnett, Ph.D., hails trom Morven, North Gairolina, a rural towrt 

establisn ed in 1883 1.viU1 a populatro n of 530 citiize ns v11n o I ive with in a square 

mile of one another according to the towrn's website. Her experience gimvJing up 

in a rn ral com mu nily where everybody kll ows one a rn o�her � su 111 med up by the 

phrase, �11 takes a villagie to  raise a child."' This manifested itself in her 

interaotions wi�h her commurnity. Morven is where she formulat, ed her earty 

views about cMc engagiemen� affordable heal�hcare, and the interdependernt 

nature of comm unittes. 

Al�ougn Iler community was small, her exposure to Ile broader worfdview that 

inspired her to learn more about tll e worfd's culturies and comm unmes came 

from her parents. Her mottler viras a social worker who �rougn tier actions 

taught Bennett tile importarnce ot communit
y 

support and h1er father, a retired 

USAF v, et, e ran, sparked Iler curiosity aboUJt u,e worfd be�1ornd Morvern. Througn 

all of t hes,e ini1uences her desire to Learn and explore the 1Norld evolved. 

Today, as arn assistant professor of Black studies in tile Interdisciplinary Studies 

Department al Radow College, she brirngis an appre.ciatiorn for 

interoormectedness of our , global communities' cultures and economies lo her 

cJass room, her research, and �e 501 C3 rnon p rotiil o rga nizatton, Parallel 

Cultures, Inc. �hat she founded in 2019. Bennett, a faculty member for tl1e past 

lviO years, says "Right now I am teacl1irng Black St
u

dies 11 02: Issues in Black 

Studies, and Black Studies 22 00: Black Thought Matte rs. Last year I taught 

1102, but I also taught Black arnd Minority Entreprerneurship, and tl1at course 

coincides with botn my research and my service work. 
u 

Ben netrs past res ea roh examined BI ad, African, Caribbean, an a AfroJLaHnx 

immigrants in the United States' sou�em region with a particutar focus on "the 

role of materia� culture, space, and place in shaping Black idenllities arnd an 

individual's personal perspectives. Her current research investigates u,e 

"informal economic exchan ges u 

between Black American tourists am d Black 

expa�rjates in Oolu m bia, and Afro Columbians. It is th is r,esea roh that s h, e has 

merged w1t11 ti er service work. 



As the founder and director of Parallel Cultures Bennett says, "we do youth

based cultural workshops, we do a summer camp featuring culture, leadership, 

and knowledge with K-6 youth and we do it starting in my rural hometown." She 

went on to say that her worl< is "bridging the gap between academia and 

secondary education, making that the locus of my research, as a sort of social, 

entrepreneurial in-depth study." 

Chidren attending .the Parallel Cultures swr,mer camp enjoy myriad cultural and educabonal experiences. 

As part of the programming designed for Parallel Cultures' summer camp, 

Bennett combines cultural exploration with learning about business and 

entrepreneurship by inviting a professionals from a wide range of career paths 

including a primatologist and a vegan cmef, to conduct workshops wtth her K-6 

campers. For example, she had an anthropologist from the University of 

Houston teach the children about hieroglyphics and how to make papyrus, while 

at the other end of the spectrum experts in app development from Google and 

Apple give the campers an inside took at  how software development goes from 

an idea, to a functioning app, to a marketable product. All the workshops the 

campers take 1part in are delivered by Bl.ack professionals who seamlessly 
convey the integration of cultural awareness and sensitivity with their areas of 

expertise. What they learn during the summer camp stays with them, she says, 

and •continues throughout the year. We talk to the teachers. You know, they 

remember certain things [from camp), a lot of times they're telling the teachers 

things that they learned." 



Blanding �he worlds oi research, teaching, and service wasn't Bennett's first 

s�ral:egr �t. It was only after a conv, e rsaUo n v-mh her m otl1 er th al tile idea came 

together. Says Ben nett, "I l ike teactl ing what I teach. I l i k, e Black Studies, and I 

like oultmes. I feel ttl ey are important to discuss across ages.,. It was during a 

conversation wilh her mottler who, rerening to me non-profit work safd she had 

created anottler whole job for herself, vmen it clioked. It was at that moment she 

decided to nnd synergies. "So ttlat's wtw I really .started to think about how I can 

rnerg e the ti.vo. Looking at curriculum development. V\to rking wiih o�her 

educators in K-6 and showing how �1ou can use aca aem i a and academic tools 

and methods and bridge lhe gap between secondary education. I am bridging 

the gap between academia and secondary education and making that the focus 

of my res,earch, looking at lhe social, entrepreneurial aspect in depth. It 

corncides with my olasse-s and what I teach, sl1owing flow you can apply 13Iack 

Studies to the thirng s we that we team ab out Black erntre pren, e u r.s and Black 

hEStory and culture into tangibre outcome-.s in mulliiple fields."' 

Bennett's nonproffl orrprozation ParaHel Cuftu,e5 founded 2019 host a summer camp aJtended by 

c1wdren from her own mral hometm'iTl Morven NC. 



The confluence of Dr. Bennett's love for teachingI, global curiosity and thirst 'for 

travel, dedicatron lo research, arnd her drive to give baok is summariiZed in what 

she says about Parallel Cultures, Inc ... Our mission aspires to Illuminate nev, 

possibilities, enridl and broaden cultU1ral awarerness and global p:erspectives, 

and in spire a g erneration oi s U1ccess
f 
ul g I oba I cillizerns - sta rtin,g v.rirtn K-12 

student popu latiorns in un derserved rma I com rn unities., Thal perspective could 

also describe Iler research arnd her approach to undergraduate education. 




