
Inserting Links into D2L Courses 
Links are an important resource for your courses because they allow students to 
access external resources such as videos or readings located on other websites. 
The process of inserting a link into D2L is straightforward, though it differs based 
on the precise spot where you are placing the link.  

Adding a Link to a Module: 

 
1. To begin, go to your course homepage and click on ‘Content’ on the 

navigation bar.  

 
2. Select the module where you want to add the link, then click the 

blue ‘Upload/Create’ button below the module title. Choose ‘Click a 
Link’ from the dropdown menu. 
 



 
3. Enter a title that will be displayed to the student, then copy the link 

address into the URL box. 
4. Keep the ‘Open as External Resource’ box checked if the link should 

open in a new tab for the student. D2L will not keep track of user 
progress for external resources. If you want the resource to display 
within the D2L tab so that you can see when the student accessed the 
material, uncheck the checkbox. 

5. Click the blue ‘Create’ button to add the link to the module. 
 

 
 

Adding a Link to a Text Post: 
Links can also be added to discussion posts, annoucements, and module or 
assignment descriptions.  



NOTE: For accessibility purposes, please follow the hyperlink format shown 
below rather than pasting the URL directly into your post. 
 

 
1. Type out the text that you want to add the link to. 
2. Highlight the portion of the text that students should click on to follow 

the link.  
3. Once you highlight the text, a menu will appear. Choose the icon that 

looks like a paper clip.  
4. Copy the URL of your desired link into the blank area, then click the 

paper clip again to make the link active.  

 
5. Done! Your text should appear highlighted and underlined. When you 

click on it, it will open your link in a new browser tab.  
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