
How to Move Your Announcements Tool 

The Announcement tool in D2L can be an effective way to engage with your students. 
They especially appreciate timely reminders about upcoming assignments and 
assessments. But sometimes we do not realize how important a quick announcement 
about certain support services or important dates such as withdrawal deadlines can be 
for students who are struggling.  

THE PROBLEM: 

You may be saying to yourself, “but the students never pay attention to the 
announcements.” There may be a simple reason for that. Many students access their 
courses on mobile devices like an iPad or phone. For the content to fit their screen, 
D2L places all content into a single column by collapsing the three columns seen on the 
computer screen into one starting from left to right. Unfortunately, the current default 
setting of D2L is for the Announcement box to appear on the right side of the screen (or 
in the third column). For students who access their classes on mobile devices, it means 
they must scroll past all other content on the screen to reach the announcements at the 
bottom. And let’s face it, we are aware that students often don’t scroll.  

THE SOLUTION: 

So, what is the solution? We recommend reducing the home screen to two columns for 
better organization on mobile devices. Next, place the Announcements box as the first 
widget on the left. This placement means the announcement will be the first thing 
students see when accessing the class on a mobile device. Creating a double column 
course is easy to do in a few quick steps: 

1) First, select the Course Admin tab. 

  



2) Then select the Homepages button 

 

3) Click the arrow next to “Course Default” under “Active Homepage.” Select 
“Course Default” followed “Apply.” (Note: do not select the “course default – 
three column.”) 

 

Now your students will see your announcements as the first item to appear on their 
mobile screens. 

Important note: Always set an expiration date for your announcements so that 
students do not have to scroll through old announcements to reach the rest of the 
course. 
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