
Adding a Custom Widget to your D2L Homepage 
 
In this tutorial, you will learn how to create your own custom widget for and add it to your D2L Homepage. We 
will be creating a Zoom widget for the purpose of this tutorial.  
 

1. In your course, click Course Admin on the far right of the course Navbar (the bar at the top of the 
screen that says Course Home, Content, etc.). 

2. Once you are on the Course Administration screen, click on Widgets under the Site Setup section. 
 

  
 

3. This will lead you to the Widgets page. Click Create Widget. 
  

  
 

4. You should be redirected to the New Widget screen. Add a name for your widget. 
5. After you add a name, click on the Content tab. 

  
  



6. In the Contents box, click on the Insert Quicklink button. 

  
 

7. Scroll down in the new box that appears and click External Learning Tools. 
 

  
 

8. This will open a list of all External Learning Tools in D2L. On this list, look for “KSU Zoom.”  
 

  
  



9. This will add a link to the widget named after the program that you selected. You can change the text 
to say something else if you like, such as “Zoom Meeting Link”. You can also change the size of the font 
to make this larger or add anything else to this Contents box if you like – just make sure you have this 
link in there somewhere. 

 

  
 

10. I also recommend that you scroll down, click Customize Widget Style, and uncheck the box that says 
Display a title. If you leave it checked, the widget name will display along with the link name, and since 
they may both say the same thing (“Zoom Link,” for example), it may be a bit redundant. Feel free to 
leave this check and/or change the name of the widget, if you like. 
 

 
 

11. Scroll down and click the blue Save and Close button. Once it redirects you to the Widgets page, select 
the Homepages tab. 

 

  
12. Click on the downward-facing arrow next to the homepage named “Course Default”, then click Copy. 

This is only the case if you are already using the Course Default. If you changed your homepage to 
another one, then Copy that one instead. 
 

  



13. Click on the blue Course Default – Copy homepage (or whatever is the name of the newest copy you 
have created). This will bring you to the Edit Homepage screen. Scroll all the way down and you should 
see a map of what your homepage currently looks like.  

 

  
 

14. In this menu, you can select where you would like your new widget to be. Click Add Widgets wherever 
you would like to add this new widget. I’m going to put mine under the Content Browser widget, so I’m 
going to click the Add Widgets button under the Content Browser widget.  

15. On the new screen that appears, click to filter by Custom Widget. 

 
 

16. From this list, check the box next to the name of the widget that you just made, then click the blue Add 
button. 

17. Scroll down and click the blue Save and Close button. 
18. This should redirect you back to the Homepages screen. Under “Active Homepage”, click the dropdown 

menu, then select Course Default – Copy (or whatever is the name of the newest copy you have 
created).  

  



19. Click Apply. 
20. Click on the Course Home tab in the Navbar in the top-left. 

  

  
21. View your masterpiece on your D2L homepage! Mine is the bare minimum, but feel free to add an 

image, a descriptive title, or whatever you like to this widget along with the link. See step 9. 
 

  


