Daughters Are Great
-translated by Amina King-

People said, “If you have a daughter, you’ll ride a plane. And if you have a son you'’ll
ride a train. It’s good that you have a daughter.” My mom smiled.

Daughters are great. When you take your daughter out, everyone turns and looks. If
your daughter smiles with her dimples, everyone says, “She has a pretty smile like her
mother.”

Daughters are great. You can dress them in many pretty clothes, because there are
plenty of them. They can be dressed in pants and skirts, too. If you dress her in a
skirt, you can put on shoes and long socks. You can put her hair in two ponytails, and
then you can make long braids.

Daughters are great. When Mom looks at her daughter and smiles, the daughter looks
at Mom and smiles too. If Mom isn’t looking at the daughter, the daughter will get
close, grab and pull Mom’s arm, and then sing and dance. And she won’t stop until
Mom smiles.

Daughters are little mothers. While Mom has gone to the market, the daughter will
push the younger sibling on the swing. She will put the rattle in the sibling’s hand,
and wipe the drool away. Daughters know how to take care of their younger siblings.

Daughters know how to make Dad happy. She climbs the tree and tilts her head as
Dad says. Daughters are great. She is good for her photo-taking Dad.

Daughters are great. As the daughter follows Mom around she says, “I'll do it.”. From
the living room to the kitchen, from the kitchen to the yard. Even though Mom says
she is okay, she always wants to do Mom’s work.

Daughters are great, because you can go to a bathhouse together and wash each
other's backs. Just like when Mom washes her daughter’s back, the daughter scrubs
with care. Mom thinks to herself. Our daughter is all grown up.

Daughters are great. She can ride her bike and go meet dad. And on the way home,
she can chat with Dad at the street vendor and also some grapes that Mom likes, too.
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