The Earthworm
-translated by Chelsie Culp-

(written by Cha, Bo-Kum)

It is a beautiful dazzling sunny spring day.

Bom and Dad were planting a young tomato tree.
"Tomato, tomato, shoot out and grow."

"Let’s put a lot of pesticide."

"Bom, Hello? I’'m also planting tomato trees."

When Bom plucked the grass.

Suddenly an earthworm came out of the ground.
"Yikes! That’s gross. Go away!"

Bom quickly threw away the earthworm.

Heuktol whizzed, flew in the air, and fell onto the ground.
When Heuktol came to his senses he wriggled into the dirt.
"Heuktol, are you okay?"

"Aren’t you hurt?"

Heuktol’s friends were worried.

“I'm okay, | wasn’t being chased by a mole, you know."
Heuktol tried to speak calmly.

But not long after, something really serious happened.
The earthworm friends were becoming sick one by one.
Heuktol felt uneasy for some reason.

"Ugh, I’'m dizzy."

"My head is hot and my whole body itches."



The soil was becoming more and more hardened and was nasty smelling.
"Spit, spit, yucky, | can’t eat the soil because it tastes strange."

It was because the ground was becoming sick because of the pesticides and chemical
fertilizer Bom’s Dad had sprayed.

"The sow bugs and the ladybugs are all gone."

“I'm afraid we should also leave."

The friends said to Heuktol.

Heuktol decided to go out and look for new land.

Heuktol crawled around and under the ground all day long.

When he proceeded a little while, he smelled fragrant manure coming off from
somewhere.

Finally Heuktol arrived at the village of Plump Moisture.

"Hello, I’'m Heuktol, Hoo Hoo this is a really nice place!"

"Can | live here with you?"

Heuktol asked the earthworms of the village of Plump Moisture.
"Hehe, of course! Earthworms are always welcome."

Heuktol went back to all of his friends and told them stories about the village of
Plump Moisture as a good place to live.

Heuktol and all of his friends moved to the village of Plump Moisture

Heuktol and his friends lived happily in the village of Plump Moisture.

They rode a watermelon seesaw, a cabbage leaf slide, and had fun in a pool of water.
They ate soil full of nutrients and pooped wriggly.

When the rain soaked into the small roads that the earthworms had made here and

there, the soil breathed healthily and soundly.



The hot summer came.

It has been raining all week long.

When the rain stopped, Bom came out to the tomato field.

"What’s this? Look, the field became a mess."

Bom said with a tearful face.

"Hahaha, our field has no problem because an underground monster has protected it."
Kang said smiling bashfully from across the field.

"An underground monster? What’s that?"

Bom asked, but Kang just laughed.

"Would its face be round? Or long?”

"Would its mouth be big? Or sharp?”

"Maybe it has horns on its head."

Bom thought hard about the underground monster.

"I’ll find out for myself what the underground monster looks like."

Bom went over to Kang’s field and dug up the ground repeatedly with stones.
Then an earthworm wriggled out.

"Argh! It’s an earthworm! Argh!"

As Bom was about to throw away the earthworm, Kang said.

"Don't! Earthworms are the underground monster."

"What did you say?” Bom was surprised.

"Gee, it’s not a big deal. As for earthworms, we have lots of them in our field too."
Bom returned to her field and dug up the hard ground

However, she didn’t see a single earthworm.



"Huh, that’s weird. Where did all of the earthworms go?"
"Earthworms where are you?"

"Did everyone run away because of me?"

"Now, | am not going to hurt you anymore."

"Help our tomatoes grow well."

However, no matter how hard Bom dug up the ground she could not find any
earthworms.

Bom cried out toward Kang'’s field.

"Earthworm, Earthworm! Come to our field."

Heuktol and his friends heard Bom calling them when coming out to poop.
"We will not go back. We can’t live in that sick land."
Heuktol said firmly.

“I'm sorry, | did wrong. Let us be friends now."

Bom asked sincerely.

"You have to make a few promises to be friends with us."
"Promise? What kind of promise?"

"First, no pesticides."

"Second, no chemical fertilizers either."

"Third, please love and cherish earthworms."

Heuktol and his friends went back to Bom’s field again.
Wriggle, Wriggle, Wriggle

Every day they roamed through the tomato roots, ate bits of soil, and were busy
pooping wriggly.

Bom was also busy every day.



She gave plenty of water instead of chemical fertilizers, she put rice grains and fruit
peelings in the soil.

Bom desperately wanted big, delicious tomatoes to grow.
"Dad, don’t use pesticides."

And it really became like that.
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