| Will Grow It
-translated by Jessica Bolson-

Something was strange.
The little children next door went on a demonstration.
Even though | called it a demonstration, they didn’t scream or scuffle in a scrum.

The little children of the house were going round and round the yard holding a flag
that said ‘flower’ and a flag that said ‘flowerpot’.

It was such a nice Sunday.

Their father looked out and asked.

“What are you guys doing? Are you saying that something happened to the flowers?”
So the children stopped and then talked to father.

To sum up their babbling words, it was like this.

They were saying that all of the other houses have many flowers and many flower
pots, but their houses do not so they should also have a flower garden and flower
pots.

The father laughed out loud.

And the father felt sorry that he couldn’t prepare a field of flowers or flower pots in
the house because he is busy.

The father bought a lot of flowerpots and also prepared a flower garden for his
children.

The yard became beautiful.

The whole house became radiantly beautiful and the children were pleased.
However, it didn’t last a few days.

The beautiful flowers soon withered, fell, and shriveled.

The flower garden got nothing but messy.



It was because the people in the house only knew how to look at the flowers, but did
not know how to care for them.

All they did was just say, ‘You have to water it alot.” and ‘No, if you water it a lot it will

rot.

It was because they watered it all day long until it became damp when it only needed
to be watered twice a day, instead of once every 3 to 4 days, they overwatered until it
became muddy and some days they didn’t water it for 1 to 2 days.

It withered and also rotted.

Nobody took care of the messy flower garden.

All of the flowerpots were cooped up in the corner of the barn.
The year changed.

It was a warm spring day.

The child who went into the barn in search for toys threw aside straw bags,
newspapers, and straws that were scattered all over was surprised all of a sudden.

“Yikes!”

It was because new sprouts in the chrysanthemum flowerpot that was cooped up in
the corner were freshly sprouting.

“Yay! It’s not dead!”
The child abruptly hugged and lifted up the flowerpot.

The corner of the barn was not cold because the wind did not come in even in the
winter, and the flowerpot was not cold because it was covered by a load of dirty straw
and newspaper.

The chrysanthemums, which spent the winter not cold, had new shoots sprouting to
welcome spring.

While coming out with a flowerpot in her arms, the child shouted.

“This is my flowerpot! I’'ll grow this! | am going to grow it well!”
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